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Introduction

Public éducation in Québec is organized
along confessional Unes.

A Protestant school (defined in thé regula-
tion by thé word "institution") is a group of
pupils under a principal or head teacher ap-
pofnted by a school board elected by citizens
deemed in law to be Protestant; its curricula
are those laid down for Protestant schools by
thé ministère de l'Èducation; its raie, mores
and activities respect thé values ofthe com-
munity it serves ;' and in moral and rcligious
éducation its main centre of interest is thé
Protestant tradition.

Protestant éducation recognizes:

. thé primacy of parental responsibility in thé
area of religious and philosophical commit-
ment and tHe right of thé chiid to his or her
own héritage without aliénation from home
and community;

. thé fïeedom of thé individual to interpret
religious and moral questions according to
conscience and thé right of thé child to
receive an éducation which présents various
opinions conceming tmth without imposing
a particular religious or ideological position ;

. thé need to encourage a sensé of responsible
citizenship in each child; and

. thé necessity of acquiring a knowledge of
thé Bible.

Protestant éducation in Québec has among
its aims thefollowing:

. to provide an éducation conducive to thé
fullest development of personality ;

. to contribute to thé discemment of human
values ;

. to develop a critical understanding of thé full
range of its cultural héritage, including thé
inter-relationships ofjudaism and Christiani-
ty, Graeco-Roman civilization, and scientific
and technological thought;

. to be aware of and hâve respect for thé
religious convictions of thé parents (or
guardians) whose children attend Protestant
schools;

. to promote thé search for truth in ail fields of
human expérience, including thé moral and
religious, while recognizing that each indi-
vidual must be free to weigh alternative
points of view ;

. to promote excellence of educational stan-
dards open to thé testing of new ideas
whenever and wherever they émerge.

Thé Protestant Committee réitérâtes that thé
Régulation, which is reproduced in thé follow-
ing pages, seeks to render explidt thé concern

le Protestant educational community for
thé transmission of its total héritage, while
respecting diverse religious and philosophical
convictions. Thé school milieu is to be a place
where opportunities are provided to live and
expérience those values which are held to be
important.



Régulation of thé Protestant committee of thé Conseil supérieur
dell'éducation regarding thé récognition of educational institutions
as Protestant

An Act respecting thé Conseil supérieur
de l'éducation (R. S.Q., e. C-60, s; 22, par. ff)

Division l
Définitions

l. In this régulation, unless thé context re-
quires another meaning, thèse définitions ap-
piy=

"school authority": a school board govemed
by thé Education Act (R.S.Q., e. 1-14) and any
persan who owns an institution;

"committee" : thé Protestant committee of thé
Conseil supérieur de l'éducation;

"institution" : an educational institution in thé
public or private sector or any section or de-
partment thereof.

Division II
Récognition

2. Récognition is thé juridical act whereby
thé committee recognizes for a period of five
years, ex officio or on request, that an institu-
tion is Protestant.

5. Before recognizing an institution, thé com-
mittee may demand an agreement from thé
school authority that this institution:

(l) observes thé régulation of thé commit-
tec;

(2) follows thé curricula and makes use of
textbooks and teaching materials approved for
moral and religious éducation by thé commit-
tee;

(3) in ail other disciplines follows thé cur-
ricula, and uses textbooks approved from thé
point of view of religion arid morals by thé
committee;

(4) in any program, which it offers supple-
menting thé moral and religious éducation pro-
gram, conforms to thé criteria established by
thé committee for this program.

4. Thé committee may recognize, for a period
of time which it shall détermine, an institution
which does not entirely satisfy thé require-
ments set forth in section 3, provided that thé
institution agrées in writing to fulfil them with-
in this period.

Division UI
Moral and religious éducation and activities
of a religious nature

5. A recognized institution shall ensure that
eveiy pupil follows each year thé program in
moral ànd religious éducation approved by thé
committee. A minimum of 100 minutes per
week or its équivalent shall be devoted to
moral and religious éducation.

Nevertheless, no pupil shall be required to
follow this program if, for reasons of con-
science, a written request for exemption is
made to thé head of thé institution by thé
pupil's father, mother or guardian. A pupil
who has attained thé âge of majority -mày
make his own request.

Pupils who are exemçted from moral and
religious éducation shall Tollow thé program of
moral éducation approved by thé committee.



6. Notwithstanding section 5, a pupil admitt-
ed to a vocational training curriculum is not
required to take thé program in moral and
religious éducation or thé program of moral
éducation approved by thé committee, in ac-
cordance with thé requirements of thé voca-
tional training curriculum.

7. Thé aim of Protestant moral and religious
éducation is to encourage thé personal devel-
opment of thé pupil:

(l) by providing a knowledge of thé Bible;
(2) by developing an understanding of thé

moral and religious values of thé community
in which he lives;

(3) by fostering a respect for ail religious
traditions including his own;

(4) by helping thé pupil tp become aware of
thé moral pnnciples by which he acts ;

(5) by contributing to thé development of
thé reasoning which he uses to reach moral
judgements.

Subject to thé provisions of section 5, and
section 11, instruction of a denominational
character may be given, at thé request of thé
parents whdse children attend thé school,
within thé framework of an educational project
and within thé limits of thé program of moral
and religions éducation.

8. A recognized institution may organize ac-
tivities of a religious nature.

Nevertheless, no pupil shall be required tq
participate in such activities, if, for reasons of
conscience, a written request for exemption is
made to thé head of thé institution by thé
pupil's father, mother or guardian. A pupil
who has attained thé âge of majority may
make his own request.

9. Thé aims of activities of a religious nature
are to foster a sensé ofbelonging among those
of thé same religious tradition, to provide an
opportunity to celebrate important events of a
religious nature and to contribute to thé devel-
opment of a sensé of personal identity.

10. Thé school authority shall provide religi-
ous animation services for a recognized insti-
hition.

Division IV
Qualifications of teaching staff

11. A teacher shall respect thé philosophy
and thé confessional character of a recognized
institution.

A teacher, in thé exécution of his duties,
shall respect thé pupil's personal religious or
ideological point of view.

Every teacher shall hâve a knowledge of thé
moral development of thé child.

12. A recognized institution shall assign to
moral and religious éducation teachers who
hâve spécifie training and relevant compétence
in thé subject of Protestant moral and religious
éducation.

However, thé school authority shall exempt
fi-om thé teaching of moral and religious edu-
cation or from participation in activities of a
religious nature any teacher who, for reasons
of conscience, présents a written request for
exemption.



13. It is thé duty of thé school authority to
bring this régulation to thé attention of thé
teacRing staff and thé school committee of a
recognized institution and to ensure that it is
respected.

Division V
Schools not recognized as Protestant

14. When Protestant moral and religious ed-
ucation is offered in a school not recognized as
Protestant, thé teacher must hâve thé qualifi-
cations that thé présent régulation requires of a
teacher in a recognized institution.

Division VI
Transitory measures

15. Thé présent régulation replaces thé Reg-
ulationof thé Protestant committee of theCon-
seil supérieur de l'éducation respecting confes-
sional educational institutions recognized as
Protestant (R. R. Q., 1981, e. C-60, r. 3).

16. This régulation cornes into effect thé 15Ih

day after its publication in thé Gazette offlciel-
le du Québec.



Thé Régulation of thé Protestant Committee of thé
Conseil supérieur de l'éducation regarding educational
instiûitions recognized as Protestant, approved by Or-
der in Council 1860-87 dated 9 December 1987 cornes
into force on thé 15th day following its publication in
thé Gazette ofRcielle du Québec (Gazette ofRcielle du
Québec, December 23, 1987, vol. 119, n° 55).

Article 6, amended by Order in Council 114-88 dated
27 January 1988, cornes into force l July 1988
(Gazette officielle du Québec, Febmary 10, 1988,
vol. 120,   6).

This Régulation replaces thé Régulation of thé Protes-
tant Committee of thé Conseil supérieur de l'éducation
regarding educational institutions recognized as Pro-
testant (R. R. Q., 1981, chap. C-60, r. 3).
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